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each other, entangling towns, rivers, and mountains —a skein tangled by a cat, all the hieroglyphics of the dynasty of Pharaoh, or the fireworks of twenty festivities.
"At this sight the printing-office does not rejoice. The compositors strike their breasts, the printing-presses groan, the foremen tear their hair, their apprentices lose their heads. The most intelligent attack the proofs, and recognise Persian, others Malagash, some the symbolic characters of Vishnu. They work by chance and by the grace of God.
"Next day M. de Balzac returns two pages of pure Chinese. The delay is only fifteen days. A generous foreman offers to blow out his brains.
" Two new sheets arrive, written very legibly in Siamese. Two workmen lose their sight and the small command of language they possessed.
"The proofs are thus sent backwards and forwards seven times.
" Several symptoms of excellent French begin to be recognised, even some connection between the phrases is observed."
So the article proceeds; always in a tone of comic good-temper, but pointing to a very real grievance and point of dispute ; and helping the reader to realise the long friction which went on, and finally resulted in the unanimity with which publishers and editors turned against Balzac after his famous lawsuit, and showed a vindictive hate which at first sight is surprising. However, in thisf the confusion caused in the printing-offices by Balzac's peculiar
